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In the summer of 2005 the Melting 
Technical Committee of the Society of 
Glass Technology launched a one-day 
event focused on that essential element of 
industrial glassmaking - the furnace. 
 
Held in Stoke-on-Trent, the heartland of 
the British Ceramics industry, this seminar 
gave the opportunity for all concerned with 
glassmaking furnaces to focus on the 
technical issues of furnaces, their 
problems and available solutions. 

 

 
Lucideon, the Stoke-on-Trent venue  

for the Furnace Solutions series 
of events 
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This initial Furnace Solutions seminar was 
a great success, and all who participated 
were enthusiastic about it becoming an 
annual event.   It continued and grew, 
attracting support from glassmakers, 
furnace engineers, the energy community 
and the suppliers of essential high-
temperature refractories. 
 
More recently, a Training Day was added to 
the programme, and Furnace Solutions 
became a two day event. 

 

So, Thursday 4th June 2015 saw the 
Tenth Furnace Solutions [FS10] 
conference at Lucideon in Stoke-on-
Trent. 
 
It attracted eminent speakers and a 
population of delegates which filled the 
lecture room to capacity.    
 
Topics were wide ranging, as you will see 
from the conference programme on the 
next slide 
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Programme	  for	  the	  Furnace	  Solutions	  10	  conference	  
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The Training Day was held the day before the conference: 
 

Glass Quality:  
From raw materials to furnace operation 

 

Prof. John Parker (Sheffield Univ.):  
Fundamentals of glass melting and refining reactions 

 

Nicola Johnson (Calumite Ltd), Alan Reynolds:  
The importance of raw materials 

 

John Osborn:  
Container glass quality and the effect of cullet 

 

Geoff Evans (GlasRef Consulting):  
Float glass quality - the impact of furnace operation 

 

Les Gaskell (PSR Ltd.):  
The design and operation of distributors and forehearths 

 

Nick Kirk (GTS):  
Glass fault identification 

 

Next year, we are planning to hold our Furnace 
Solutions FS11 on Thursday 9th June and hold 
our Fourth Training day on the previous day 
(Wednesday 8th June).  
 
As 2016 is the Centenary of the SGT, we will 
also be holding a special one off ‘Furnace 
Solutions – FSC’ to coincide with the SGT/ESG 
conference in Sheffield on the 8th September 
2016.   
 
We will be inviting all previous recipients of the 
Garvey Award to present papers and prominent 
leaders from industry to speak at this important, 
and unique, event. 
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The	  SGT	  Melting	  Technical	  Committee	  wishes	  to	  record	  its	  grateful	  thanks	  	  
to	  the	  companies	  and	  organisations	  which	  have	  sponsored	  the	  2015	  event	  

 

 

 

 
 

	  


